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Tadashi Ishikawa 

 
311F, Trevor Colbourn Hall 319  

12796 Aquarius Agora Drive  
Orlando, FL 32816  

Tadashi.Ishikawa@ucf.edu 

 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
University of Central Florida, Orlando, FL 

Assistant Professor, Department of History, College of Arts and Humanities 2019–Present 
 
Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR 

Postdoctoral Fellow, Chiu Program for Taiwan Studies, School of History, 2017–2018 
Philosophy, and Religion 

Binghamton University, Binghamton, NY 

Visiting Assistant Professor of Japanese History, Department of Asian and 2016–2017 
Asian American Studies 

Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of History and the Journal of Women’s History 2015–2016 

 
EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D. The University of Chicago (Chicago, IL), August 2015 

 

Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations—History Concentration 
Dissertation: “Families Remade, Empire Reconfigured: Discourse, Law, and Colonial Taiwan in Japan, 

1870s–1937” 
Committee: Susan L. Burns (Chair), James E. Ketelaar, and Jacob Eyferth 

Fields: Japan 1600–1950s, Late Imperial and Modern China, and Law, Gender, and Colonialism 
 
M.A. Washington University in St. Louis (St. Louis, MO), May 2007  

 

Department of East Asian Studies 
 
LL.B. Chuo University (Japan), March 2001 
 
Advanced Chinese Language Study, National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei, Taiwan 

(R.O.C.), Summer 2009. 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books 

Geographies of Gender: Family and Law in Imperial Japan and Colonial Taiwan (Cambridge: Cambridge  
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        University Press, 2025). 
 

        Reviews: by Moumita Dey on the AAG (American Association of Geographers) Review of Books. 
 
Peer-Reviewed Articles 

“Human Trafficking and Intra-Imperial Knowledge: Adopted Daughters, Households, and Law in 
Imperial Japan and Colonial Taiwan, 1919–1935,” Journal of Women’s History 29, no. 3 (Fall 2017): 
37–60. 

 
Articles under Review 
 

“Masculinity in Motion: Sex Tourism, the Salaryman Ideal, and the Search for Identity in Cold War Asia”  
        (submitted to the Journal of Japanese Studies in August 2025). 
 
Book Reviews 
 

Review of Wombs of Empire: Population Discourses and Biopolitics in Modern Japan, by Sujin Lee, Asian Journal  
of Women’s Studies 30, no. 3 (2024): 1–5. 

 

Review of Yamato Colony: The Pioneers Who Brought Japan to Florida, by Ryusuke Kawai, trans. John  
Gregersen and Reiko Nishioka, Florida Historical Quarterly 100, no. 1 (2021): 3–5. 

 
GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND AWARDS 
 
Extramural 

Research Fellowships 

Visiting Research Scholar, International Research Center for Japanese         Jan.–Dec. 2027 (scheduled) 

        Studies (Nichibunken) (Kyoto, Japan) (TBD) 
 

- For My Second Book Project: “Japan on the Move: Mobilities, Gender,  
and Cold War Asia” 

 

Taiwan Fellowship, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Taipei, Taiwan) ($5100)     Spring 2019  
 

Doctoral Fellowship, The Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation for International Scholarly            2013–2014 
Exchange (Virginia, USA) ($15,000) 

 
Research Grants 

The Konosuke Matsushita Memorial Foundation Research Grant (Osaka, Japan) ($3,900)     2012–2013 

CCS Research Grant for Foreign Scholars in Chinese Studies, Center for Chinese                           2011 

Studies, National Central Library (Taipei, Taiwan) ($8,200) 
 
Intramural (UCF and non-UCF) 

Research Awards and Grants 
 

Pauley Endowment Travel Award, Department of History ($2,000) Spring 2022 

Individual Development Award, Binghamton University, New York State and United Spring 2016 
University Professions ($1,000) 
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Research Fellowships 

Toyota Dissertation Fellowship for Japanese Studies, Center for East Asian Studies, 2014–2015 
University of Chicago ($18,000) 

Toyota Dissertation Research Fellowship for Japanese Studies, Center for East Asian 2011–2012 
Studies, University of Chicago ($18,000) 

Professional Training Grant for Pre-Dissertation Research, Center for East Asian 2009 
Studies, University of Chicago ($3,000) 

 
Teaching 

President’s Discretionary Award for Teaching among Non-Tenure Track Faculty Fall 2016 
Members, Binghamton University ($1,000) 

 
CONFERENCE AND WORKSHOP PARTICIPATION 
 
Book Talks on Traditional and Other Platforms 
 

“Making Connections: New Works in Legal History, 2025–2026” (in conversation with Dr. Jisoo Kim  
        at the George Washington University), the American Society for Legal History, February 2026  
        (scheduled).  
 

Institute of History and Philology (lishi yuyan yanjiusuo), Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan May 2025  
        (postponed). 
 

Department of History, University of Central Florida, April 2025 (postponed).  
 

The New Books Network (in conversation with Dr. Miranda Melcher), April 2025. 
 

Modern Japanese History Association (with co-speaker Dr. Fang Yu Hu), online, January 2025. 
 
Papers Presented 
 

“Bordering Masculinities: Sex Tourism, Gender, and Japan in Asia from the Mid-1960s to the Late 
1970s,” presented in the Early-Career Workshop on “Mobilities, Itineraries, and Circulations: 
Rethinking Asian Connections” at the Center for Asian Studies in the University of Georgia, 
Athens, GA, April 2024.  

 

“Japan Between the World and Colony: Premarital Sex, Family, and Gender in the Interwar Era,” 
presented in the Berkshire Conference of Women’s Historians, Santa Clara University, Santa 
Clara, CA, June–July 2023. 

“Circulations of Gender: Family and Law in Imperial Japan and Colonial Taiwan,” presented in a 
special session, “Changing Paradigms: Global Taiwan as a Historical Method,” in the American 
Historical Association, Philadelphia, PA, January 2023. 

“Gendered Knowledge in Imperial Circulation: Marriage Gifts, Social Reforms, and Masculinity in 
Colonial Taiwan,” presented in the Cross-Boundary Gender History Research: Theories and 
Practices Workshop (Kuajie xingbie shi yanjiu: lilun yu shijian gongzuo fang), Institute of Modern 
History, Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan, November 2020. 
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“Tensions of Masculinity: Taiwanese Households, the Japanese Colonial Courts, and Gender in the 
1910s–1930s,” presented in the Association for Asian Studies, Boston, MA, March 2020 
(Conference Canceled). 

“Progress of Translation, Translation of Progress: Love Marriages, Gender, and Reading Freedom in 
Prewar Japan,” presented in the Southeast Conference of the Association for Asian Studies, New 
College of Florida, Sarasota, FL, January 2020. 

“Becoming a Man: Family Reforms, Japanese Imperialism, and Gender in Colonial Taiwan,” presented 
in the Sinophone Studies in Europe and the Americas International Young Scholars Conference, 
National Chengchi University, Taipei, Taiwan, November 2019 (Unable to Attend due to a 
Schedule Conflict). 

“Japan Bounded and Unbounded: Interwar Japan, the League of Nations, and the Questions of the 
Traffic in Women and Children,” presented in the Department of History, Portland State 
University, Portland, OR, May 2018. 

“Imperial Patchwork for Bride Prices: Visions of Family Reform and Civil Courtrooms in Colonial 
Taiwan, 1919–1936,” presented in the Association for Asian Studies, Seattle, WA, March 31– 
April 3, 2016. 

“Family, Discourse, and Law in the Japanese Empire: Focusing on Premarital Sexual Relationships in 
the Early 1920s,” presented in the Inaugural International Interdisciplinary Japan Studies 
Graduate Workshop (University of Chicago and the University of Tokyo), University of 
Chicago, Chicago, IL, March 2015. 

“How Can Adopted Daughters Be Treated in and Between Households? Parental Authority, 
Incomplete Transfers, and Japanese Courts in Colonial Taiwan, 1919–1936,” presented in the Law 
and the Child in Historical Perspective Workshop/Conference (Convened by Professor Barbara 
Welke), University of Minnesota Law School, Minneapolis, MN, June 2014. 

“Can Adopted Daughters Be Free Aside from Their Household? Anti-Human Trafficking Discourses 
and the Law in Colonial Taiwan, 1919–1936,” presented in the East Asia: Transregional Histories 
Workshop, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL, February 2014. 

“‘Human Trafficking on Trial: Bride Price, Adopted Daughters, and Households in Colonial Taiwan, 
1919–1925,” presented in Modern Japan History Workshop, Tokyo, Japan, June 2013. 

"Questioning the Narrative of Democracy: 'The Question of the Prosecutor in the Jury Trial' and 
State-Civil Relations, 1926–1928," presented in Midwest Conference for Asian Affairs (MCAA), 
Miami University, Oxford, OH, October 2009. 

"Imbricated by Cosmopolitan Shanghai: Capitalism, Class, and Space of Japanese People from 1937 to 
1941," presented in Midwest Conference for Asian Affairs, Washington University in St. 
Louis, St. Louis, MO, October 2007. 

"Coming to Terms with Cosmopolitan Shanghai: Japanese Nationalism and Colonialism in the Interwar 
Period," presented in Graduate Conference on East Asian Studies, University of Colorado, Boulder, 
Boulder, CO, March 2007. 

 
Talks Invited and Panels Organized 

“Gender at a Crossroads of Empire: Daughter Adoption in Interwar Japan and Colonial Taiwan,” 
presented in Panel “Gendering Border Crossings in the Japanese Empire,” in the Association for 
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Asian Studies, Columbus, OH, March 2025.  

“Making Freedom Work, Setting Gender in Motion: Daughter Adoption, Sex, and the Japanese Courts 
in Colonial Taiwan,” presented in Panel “Intimate Legalities: Law, Family, and Gender in 
Twentieth-Century East Asia,” in the Association for Asian Studies, Honolulu, HI, March 2022. 

Roundtable Discussion, “Taiwan Makes History I: The Gender of Empire,” Speaking in the Center for 
Taiwan Studies, University of California Santa Barbara (Online), April 2021. 

“Making Freedom Work, Setting Gender in Motion: Daughter Adoption, Households, and the Law in 
Colonial Taiwan,” presented in Panel “Shifting Identities at the Cusp of Imperial Transition: 
Family Law in Twentieth-Century East Asia” in the American Society for Legal History, Chicago, 
IL, November 2020 (Accepted, Logistically Impossible to Attend the 2021 Meeting in New 
Orleans, LA). 

“Gendering Masculinity: Taiwanese Households and the Japanese Colonial Courts,” presented in 
Taiwan Studies Group, David Lam Centre for International Communication and Department of 
History, Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, British Columbia, Canada, May 2018. 

“Agency on the Fringe: Premarital Sexual Relationships, Households, and the Colonial Courts in 
Interwar Taiwan,” presented in Panel “Gendered Experiences: Social Institution, Intermarriage, 
and Family in the Japanese Empire” in the Association for Asian Studies, Washington D.C., 
March 2018. 
 

“Gentlemanly Masculinities: Visions of Family Reforms, Colonialism, and Gender in Taiwan under 
Japanese Rule,” presented in the Center for Global Health and Chiu Program for Taiwan Studies, 
Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR, November 2017. 

“Between Regulation and Individuality: Premarital Sexual Relationships, Gender, and Law in the 
Japanese Empire,” presented in the Speaker Series, Institute for Advanced Studies in the 
Humanities, Binghamton University, Binghamton, NY, March 2016. 

“Gendered Order and Living Law: Premarital Sex, Taiwanese Marriage, and the Japanese Colonial 
Courts, 1920–1937,” presented in Panel 1 “Law and Society” in the Living and Leaving the 
Japanese Empire Conference, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL, November 2015. 

 
Research Experience (in Japan, Taiwan, and Switzerland) 

Visiting Researcher, United Nations Office at Geneva, Switzerland, Fall 2017. 

Visiting Researcher, Institute of Taiwan History, Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan, Spring 2019, 2011– 
2012. 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
Undergraduate Teaching, University of Central Florida 

“History and Historians,” Spring 2025. 
 

“Japanese Civilization,” Spring 2025, Spring 2023–Spring 2024. 

“Modern Japan,” Fall 2024 and Each Fall Semester in 2019–2022. 

“History of Gender and Sexuality in Japan,” Each Spring Semester, 2019–2025. 
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“History of Modern East Asia,” Each Fall Semester, 2019–2024. 
 
Graduate Teaching, University of Central Florida 

“Women and Gender” (Gender in Modern East Asia), Fall 2023, Spring 2022, and Spring 2021. 
 
Committees for Defended M.A. Theses, University of Central Florida 
 

Nathanial Bock, “Home, Sweet Home: Gender, the Civil War, and Runion Through Popular Music,” 
Fall 2024. 

 

Daniel Izadirad, “Chinese Masculinities During the Maoist Era: Representations of Model Men,” Fall 
2024. 

 

Samantha Levy, “The Stench of Miasma and the Fragrance of Daffodils: Reconstructing Historical 
Scentscapes in Mesopotamia,” Fall 2023. 

 
Graduate Capstone Exams and M.A. Thesis Committees, University of Central Florida 

Casey Phanor, The Haitian Revolution and the Trans-Atlantic Network of Religions and Traditions, 
2025–Present. 

John Lancaster, Decolonizing History Memory in Late Twentieth-Century France, 2024–Present. 

Michelle Finnegan, Women, Politics, and Washington City in the Early American Republic, 2024–
Present. 

Diego Olguin, History of Mining in the Colonial and Postcolonial Congo, 2021–Present.  

Rachael Rothstein-Safra, History of Gender in the People’s Republic of China, 2020–2021. 
 
Undergraduate and Graduate Teaching, Binghamton University 

“Japan Since 1800,” Spring 2017. 

“The Japanese Empire in the Asia-Pacific” (with MA and Undergraduate Students), Spring 2017. 

“Japan to 1800,” Fall 2016. 

“Gender, Sexuality, and Japanese History” (with PhD, MA, and Undergraduate Students), Fall 2016. 

“Modern Japan Since 1800,” Spring 2016. 

“Gender and Sexuality in Japan, 1600 to the 2000s,” Fall 2015. 

Taught an independent study for 1 master’s student in conjunction with the course, “Bodies in Early-

Modern and Modern Japan.” 

 
DEPARTMENTAL/COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
 
Search Committees 
 

Tenure-Track Assistant Professorship in Public History, Department of History, University of Central Florida,  
2023–2024. 

 
Departmental Service 
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General Education Program (GEP) Committee, Department of History, University of Central Florida, 2022–
2023. 

Website and Social Media Committee, Department of History, University of Central Florida, 2022–2023. 

Graduate Studies Committee, Department of History, University of Central Florida, 2023– 2024, 2020–
2022. 

Events Committee, Department of History, University of Central Florida, 2024–2025, 2021–2022, 2019–
2020. 

Teaching Advisory Committee, Department of History, University of Central Florida, 2020–2021. 

Pauley Travel Grant Committee, Department of History, University of Central Florida, Spring 2023–2024, 
2019–2020. 

Undergraduate Studies Committee, Department of History, University Central Florida, 2024–2025, 2019–
2020. 

 
College Services 

Committee of Faculty Evaluators of the Honors Undergraduate Thesis Scholarship, College of Arts and 
Humanities, University of Central Florida, 2021–2025. 

 
SERVICE TO PROFESSION 
 
Manuscript Reviews 

Reviewer of Manuscript, Verge: Studies in Global Asias, Spring 2025.  

Reviewer of Manuscript, The Pegasus Review: UCF Undergraduate Research Journal, Fall 2023. 

Reviewer of Manuscript, Law and History Review, Summer 2022. 

Reviewer of Manuscript, Journal of Women’s History, Spring 2020. 
 
Leadership of Professional Organizations and Workshops 
 

Committee, “New Books from Japan,” Modern Japan History Association, Spring 2025–Present. 

Conference Co-Organizer, “Living and Leaving the Japanese Empire: Law, Mobility, and Memory,” 
University of Chicago, 2015. 

Workshop Co-Coordinator, East Asia: Transregional Histories, University of Chicago, 2013–2014. 
 
Discussant 
 

Panel “War and Power in Japan,” in the Southeast Conference of the Association for Asian Studies,  
New College of Florida, Sarasota, FL, January 2020. 

 

David R. Ambaras, “Runaway Woman, Pirate Queen: Life on the Margins of the Japanese Empire,” in 
East Asia: Transregional Histories Workshop, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL, May 2014. 

 
Moderator 
 

“Kona kōhī no gurōbaru hisutorī: Taiheiyō kūkan no jūsō teki idō shi” (A global history of Kona  
        coffee: multilayered migrations in the Pacific region), by Iijima Mariko, in “New Books from  
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        Japan #11,” Modern Japan History Association, Online, November 2025 (scheduled).  
 

“Teikoku to kankō: Manshū tsūrizumu no kindai” (Empire and tourism: modern Japanese tourism in  
        Manchuria), by Gao Yuan, in “New Books from Japan #10,” Modern Japan History Association,  
        Online, October 2025 (scheduled).  
 
Creating Teaching Materials 

“Request for Divorce” (Chosen, Supervised for Translation, and Introduced about a Taiwanese 
Woman’s Request for Divorce to the Japanese Colonial Court in 1935), “Grassroots Operations of 
the Japanese Empire” (Web-based Translation Project of Primary Sources on the Japanese 
Empire Organized by Sayaka Chatani at the National University of Singapore), accessed on 
January 16, 2021, <https://www.japaneseempire.info/request-for-divorce>. 

 
Non-Peer-Reviewed Publicity Activities 
 

Personal Website, “A Historian at the Margins,” https://www.tadashiishikawa.com/.  

 
LANGUAGES 
 
Modern Japanese: Fluent; Mandarin Chinese: Fluent; Classical Japanese: Proficient 

 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

 
American Historical Association  
Association for Asian Studies 
Berkshire Conference of Women Historians 
Modern Japan History Association 
American Society for Legal History 

http://www.japaneseempire.info/
http://www.japaneseempire.info/
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