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Robert Cassanello  

 
Department of History 

University of Central Florida 

Orlando, Florida 32816-1350 

 

Office: (407) 823-1681 Fax: (407) 823-3184 

robert.cassanello@ucf.edu 

 

Education  

 

2000     Ph.D. History, Florida State University 

 

Teaching and Professional Appointments 

 

2013-Associate Professor of History, University of Central Florida 

 

2007-2013 Assistant Professor of History, University of Central Florida  

  

2003-2007 Visiting Assistant Professor of History, University of Central Florida  

 

1999-2003 Assistant Professor of History, Miles College  

 

Research and Publications 

 

Publications 

 

Books (Peer Reviewed) 

 

To Render Invisible: Jim Crow and Public Life in New South Jacksonville, (Gainesville: 

University Press of Florida, 2013) 

 

Edited Books (Peer Reviewed) 

 

“Crafting Constitutions in Florida: Creating New Governments in Florida, 1810-1968,” 

[Manuscript submitted to University Press of Florida, with reviewers, Summer 2023] 

 

Migration and the Transformation of the Southern Workplace since 1945. with Colin J. Davis, 

eds. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2010) 

 

 

mailto:robert.cassanello@ucf.edu
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Florida's Working-Class Past: Current Perspectives on Labor, Race, and Gender from Spanish 

Florida to the New Immigration. with Melanie Shell Weiss, eds. (Gainesville: University Press 

of Florida, 2009) 

 

Journal Articles (Peer Reviewed) 

 

“The Right to Vote and the Long Nineteenth Century in Florida,” Florida Historical Quarterly, 

95 (Fall:2016) 194-220. 

 

“Avoiding “Jim Crow:” Negotiating Separate and Equal on Florida’s Railroads and Streetcars 

and The Progressive Era Origins of the Modern Civil Rights Movement, 1882-1905” Journal of 

Urban History, 34 (March 2008) 435-457. 

 

“The Epic of Greater Florida: Florida’s Global Past,” with Daniel S. Murphree, Florida 

Historical Quarterly, 84 (Summer 2005), 1-9 

 

“Racial Etiquette, Violence and African American Working Class Infrapolitics in Jacksonville 

during World War I,” Florida Historical Quarterly, (Winter 2003), 155-169 

 

“The Fluidity of Racial Hierarchy: Changing Ethnic Images of Germans and Czechs in the 

American Mind, 1877-1918," (March 2001) 49th Parallel 

 

Works in Edited Collections (Peer Reviewed) 

 

"Park Monroe Trammell" in The Governors of Florida, R. Boyd Murphree and Robert A. Taylor 

eds. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2020, 332-344 

 

“Introduction” With Colin J. Davis in Migration and the Transformation of the Southern 

Workplace since 1945. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2010), 1-12 

 

“We Are White Men and Haven't Got Black Hearts’ Racialized Gender and the Labor Movement 

in Florida, 1900-1920.” in Florida's Working-Class Past: Current Perspectives on Labor, Race, 

and Gender from Spanish Florida to the New Immigration. (Gainesville: University Press of 

Florida, 2009), 111-142 

 

“Introduction: The Promise of Florida’s Labor History,” With Melanie Shell Weiss in Florida's 

Working-Class Past: Current Perspectives on Labor, Race, and Gender from Spanish Florida to 

the New Immigration. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2009), 1-16 

 

“Epilogue: Florida and the Contemporary Labor Movement” With Melanie Shell Weiss in 

Florida's Working-Class Past: Current Perspectives on Labor, Race, and Gender from Spanish 

Florida to the New Immigration. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2009), 257-274 

 

Other Published Articles (Not Refereed) 
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“Highlighting Florida’s Past,” Organization of American Historians Newsletter, (August 2004) 

 

"Erasing Florida's Past," Organization of American Historians Newsletter, (May 2003) 

 

Co-authored, “Implementing The La Pietra Report: Globalizing U.S. History Instruction in 

Birmingham, Alabama,” Organization of American Historians Newsletter, (November 2001) 

 

“Tearing Down Walls and Building Bridges to Extend the Reach: The Positives in Creating a 

Local History Community,” (April 2001) Perspectives 

 

Co-authored, “Understanding Student Interest--A Survey,” Organization of American Historians 

Newsletter, (May 2000) 

 

Multi & Digital Media: 

 

Jewel of Parramore: The WellsBuilt Hotel (2022) Film, screens at the WellsBuilt Museum, 

Orlando Florida, with Lisa Mills, Executive Producer, Director 

 

Marching Forward, (2021) Film, with Lisa Mills, Executive Producer, Director 

 

Filthy Dreamers, (2020) Film, with Lisa Mills, Executive Producer, Director 

 

The Florida Constitutions Podcast, (2019) [iTunes & H-Net] Co-Producer and Co-Host 

 

Every Tongue Got to Confess: A Podcast Exploring Communities of Color, (2016) [iTunes] Co-

Producer and Host 

 

The Art of the Review: An H-Net Podcast, (2015) [iTunes] Executive Producer and Co-Host 

 

Hymns of Three Cities (2015) Film, with Lisa Mills Executive Producer, Director  

 

A History of Central Florida Podcast, [iTunes] (2013-2015), Executive Producer 

 

The Committee, (2012), Film, with Lisa Mills, Executive Producer, Director 

 

RICHES of Central Florida Podcast, [iTunesU] Executive Producer 

 

Shadows of the Past, Reflections for the Future, (2010), Film, with Lisa Mills, Producer, Director 

 

Florida Historical Quarterly Podcast, [iTunes] (2009-2017), Producer 

 

Public History Podcast, (2009-2010) [iTunesU] Producer 

 

http://stars.library.ucf.edu/ahistoryofcentralflorida/
http://www.thecommitteedocumentary.org/
http://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhqpodcastproject/
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Museum Exhibits 

 

The History of Jones High School-Online Exhibit, (2019), Curator, 

[https://joneshighschoolhistoricalsociety.org/] 

 

The Long History of the Civil Rights Movement in Florida: 1865-1965, [Traveling Exhibit], 

(2012), Harry and Harriette Moore Cultural Complex, Assistant-Curator 

 

From Kin to Kant: The Culture of Turpentine in Central Florida, [Featured Exhibit Installation], 

(2009), Winter Park History Museum, Curator 

 

Encyclopedia Entries: 

 

“Railroad/bus stations,” “Jim Crow Rail Car” & “Streetcar Boycotts” in The World of Jim Crow 

America: A Daily Life Encyclopedia Steven A. Reich, ed. (Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 

2019) 

 

“Jacksonville” The Great Black Migration, Steven A. Reich, ed. (Westport, CN: Greenwood 

Press, 2006), 446-448  

 

“National War Labor Board 1917-1919,” “Labor and Jim Crow Segregation,” “Black Codes 

during Reconstruction,” “Muller v. Oregon,” in Encyclopedia of Labor History Worldwide, 

Schlager Group, (2004) 

 

Book Reviews: 

 

American Historical Review, Journal of American History, H-Reviews, Florida Historical 

Quarterly, Georgia Historical Quarterly, Left Review, Urban Studies 

 

Research Grants, Funding and Awards: 

 

Awards 

 

Suncoast Emmy© Award, [Nominated] Best Historical Documentary, "Marching Forward" 

(2021) 

 

Hampton Dunn Broadcasting Award, "Filthy Dreamers" (2021) 

 

Suncoast Emmy© Award, [Nominated] Best Historical Documentary, "Filthy Dreamers" (2020) 

 

Hampton Dunn Internet Award, Florida Constitutions Podcast, (2019) 

 

Florida Humanities Council, Mini Grants for Community Organizations, (2018) 

 

https://joneshighschoolhistoricalsociety.org/
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CAH UCF Sabbatical (Spring 2018) 

 

UCF Teaching Incentive Program (TIP) 2018 

 

UCF Research Incentive Award (RIA) 2017 

 

Special Recognition Award, (In)justice For All Film Festival, Hymns of Three Cities (2016) 

 

Hampton Dunn Internet Award, A History of Central Florida Podcast, (2016) 

 

Hampton Dunn Internet Award, A History of Central Florida Podcast, (2015) 

 

Suncoast Emmy© Award, Best Historical Documentary, The Committee (2014) 

 

Hampton Dunn Internet Award, A History of Central Florida Podcast, (2014) 

 

International Jury Award for Best Documentary, Durban Gay & Lesbian Film Festival, South 

Africa, The Committee (2014) 

 

Love Your Shorts Film Festival, Best Documentary, The Committee (2014) 

 

Harry and Harriette Moore Book Award, To Render Invisible: Jim Crow and Public Life in New 

South Jacksonville (2014) 

 

Hampton Dunn Internet Award, RICHES Podcast Documentaries, (2013) 

 

Hampton Dunn Broadcasting Award, Film The Committee, (2013) 

 

Broadcast Education Association, Best of Competition Mixed Video, The Committee, (2012) 

Research 

 

Florida Humanities Council, Mini Grants for Community Organizations, (2018) 

 

Information Fluency Grant, UCF Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning, (2014) 

 

Florida Humanities Council, Mini Grants for Community Organizations, (2013) 

 

UCF Teaching Incentive Program (TIP) 2013 

 

Florida Humanities Council, Mini Grants for Community Organizations, (2011) 

 

CAH In-House Research Award, (2011-2012) 
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US Army Corp of Engineers Vicksburg District, Research and Development Contract, Principal 

Investigator, (2002-2003) 

 

National Endowment for the Humanities, Extending the Reach Fellowship: Research Grant 

(2001-2002) 

 

Miles College, Faculty Summer Research Award, (2000) 

 

Conference Papers and Presentations  

 

International 

 

“Teaching as a Crime: Anti-Woke Legislation and What It Means for Teaching Race in Florida 

Colleges and Universities and the Rest of the Nation,” The American Historical Association, 

January 2024, San Fransisco, CA 

 

“Traveling Down the Long Tail: A Local History Podcast for a Global Listening Public” The 

Society for U.S. Intellectual History Conference, Nashville, Tennessee, November (2021) 

 

“Voter Suppression as Violence, the Florida Example, 1870-1920,” Racial Violence: the 

American (hi)story, Global Institute for Research, Education & Scholarship (GIRES), Virtual 

Amsterdam, Netherlands, July (2021) 

 

"Suffrage at the Onset: African American Activism and the Right to Vote in Florida, 1865-1870" 

at the ASALH (Association for the Study of African American Life and History) Virtual 

Conference September (2020) 

 

With Lisa Mills, “Just Below the Surface and in the Shadow of Disney: Documenting Everyday 

Activism in the Civil Rights Struggle in Orlando Florida, An Oral History Film Project” Oral 

History Association Meeting, Salt Lake City, (2019) 

 

“Marching Forward” Florida Historical Society Meeting, Cape Canaveral (2019) 

 

“Podcasting and Public History,” Chair, National Council for Public History Meeting, 

Indianapolis, IN, (2017) 

 

“Podcasting and Digital Storytelling,” HASTAC (Humanities, Arts, Science, and Technology 

Alliance and Collaboratory) Conference, Tempe Arizona, (2016) 

 

“The Book Review as Art Form,” American Historical Association Conference, (2013) 

 

“Public Space, the Public Sphere and the Discourse of Citizenship in the Age of Emancipation: 

Urban Antebellum Protest against Jim Crow, 1840-1890,” Association of American Geographers 

Meeting, (2012) 
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“Maintaining the “Public Peace”: Black Workers, Labor Strikes and Public Space in 

Jacksonville, Florida, 1867-1882,” Race, Labor and Citizenship in the Post Emancipation South 

Conference, Charleston, S. C. (2010) 

 

“Negotiating Segregation: Respectable Blacks, White Conductors and the Making of "Jim Crow" 

on Public Transportation, 1840-1905,” Social Science History Association Conference (2006) 

 

"Worker Transcripts and the Redefining of Race and Gender Roles: Working Class Infrapolitics 

in Florida, 1890-1920" Social Science History Association Conference (2003) 

 

“What Represents the Great Migration? Conflicting Public and Scholarly Images,” Social 

Science History Association Conference (2002) 

 

"Urban Segregation, Urban Protest: Jacksonville's Streetcar Boycott, 1901-1906" American 

Historical Association West Coast Conference, (1996) 

 

National 

 

“Florida University Faculty Under Fire,” The Freedom to Teach: Confronting Complex Themes 

in Contested Spaces, (September 2023) St. Augustine, FL 

 

Roundtable: “The Impact of State CRT/Race Policies and Legislation on K-16 Teaching” H-Net 

Teaching Conference 2023, (Virtual)  

 

“The Impact of State CRT/Race Policies and Legislation on K16 teaching” Organization of 

American Historians Conference, Los Angeles, CA (2023) 

 

“Forum on the Politics of History Teaching in Florida and Texas” H-Net Teaching Conference 

2022, (Virtual)  

 

“Suffrage at the Onset: African American Activism and the Right to Vote in Florida, 1865-

1870,” Association for the Study of African American Life and History Virtual Conference, 

Zoom (2020) 

 

“Podcasting and Building an Audience from the Bottom Up,” Organization of American 

Historians Conference, Providence, RI (2016) 

 

“Podcasting Roundtable,” Organization of American Historians Meeting (2013) 

 

“Podcasting and Public History,” Organization of American Historians Meeting (2012) 

 

“The Jim Crowing of Public Transportation: Respectability and the Meaning of Public Space, 

1840-1905,” Southern Historical Association Conference (2007) 
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A Transnational Approach to the Great Migration in Florida, 1890-1920" Organization of 

American Historians Conference (2004) 

 

“Rethinking Amos and Andy, Martin and In-Living Color in the Age of Agency: The Use of 

Media to Teach Stereotypes,” Organization of American Historians Conference (2001) 

 

Regional 

 

With Anne Bubriski, “Empowerment and Leadership: Service-Learning Projects In and Outside 

of UCF,” Sunshine State Teaching and Learning Conference, (University of Central Florida, 

2024) 

 

“Curating in Digital Spaces-Theories of Online History Exhibition” Digitorium [University of 

Alabama, Tuskaloosa] (2019) 

 

“Filthy Dreamers & The Committee: Screening and Discussion,” Florida Conference of 

Historians, (2016) 

 

“Hymns of Three Cities,” Florida Historical Society Meeting and Conference, (2015) 

 

“Filthy Dreamers: Screening and Discussion,” Florida Historical Society Meeting and 

Conference, (2014) 

 

“River City Round Table: Jacksonville in Urban History,” Florida Historical Society Meeting, 

(2011) 

 

“The Union Shop as a Crisis of Public Space: The 1912 Jacksonville Streetcar Strike,” Southern 

Labor Studies Association Conference, (2011) 

 

“Imagined Homelands in Ethnic Festivals and Commemorations in Florida, 1959-2005,” Florida 

Historical Society Meeting, (2010) 

 

“The Strong Arm of the State:” William N. Sheats, His Detractors, and the Jim Crowing of the 

Orange Park School, 1892-1896,” Florida Historical Society Meeting, (2009) 

 

“From the Streetcars to the Labor Temples: Organizing Labor in Florida during the 1910s,” 

Southern Labor History Conference (2002) 

 

"Migration and African American Labor in Jacksonville, FL, 1915-1920" presented at the 

Southern Afro-American Studies Association Conference (1996) 

 

Film Screenings & Festivals 
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Hymns of Three Cities (2015, 23 mins, Co-Director) 

Created Equal Screening:  NEH Grant. January 2015. National. 

Flickering Landscapes Conference Screening.  November 2015.  Regional. 

Flagler Film Festival.  January 2016.  Regional. 

Jacksonville Documentary Film Festival.  April 2016. Regional. 

Show Me Justice Film Festival. April 2016.  National. 

Special Recognition Award, (In)justice For All Film Festival.  April 2016.  National. 

 

Filthy Dreamers (2014, 27 mins, Co-Director) 

Fort Lauderdale Film Festival, November 2014, International. 

  

The Committee (2012, 27 mins, Co-Director) 

National Distribution:  American Public Television Exchange. June 2016.  National. 

Gasparilla International Film Festival.  March 2012.  International. 

Best of Competition Award, Festival of Media Arts.  Broadcast Educators 

Association.  April 2012.  National. 

 

Shadows of the Past, Reflections for the Future (2011, 15 mins, Co-director) 

Award of Excellence, Faculty/Student Video 

Broadcast Educators Association. April 2010.  National. 

 

 

Presentations for Local Community 

 

“The Civil Rights Movement in Jacksonville, Florida,” Harry T. & Harriette V. Moore Memorial 

Park, (Fall 2014) 

 

“The Legacy of Harry T. Moore in Florida,” The Holocaust Memorial Resource and Education 

Center of Florida, Maitland, Florida, (Fall 2014) 

 

“The Woman Suffrage Movement in Florida,” Ormond Beach Historical Society (Spring 2014) 

 

“The Woman Suffrage Movement in Florida,” Frank DeGroot Public Library, Palm Bay, Florida 

(Winter 2014) 

 

“The Long History of the African American Civil Rights Movement in Florida,” Ormond Beach 

Historical Society (Spring 2013) 

 

“James Weldon Johnson’s Jacksonville” 2012 James Weldon Johnson Festival, Jacksonville, 

Florida, Featured Speaker (Summer 2012) 

 

“The Long History of the African American Civil Rights Movement in Florida,” Frank DeGroot 

Public Library, Palm Bay, Florida (Winter 2012) 
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“Eatonville: The Town that Freedom Built,” Roundtable Discussion, Zora Festival (Winter 2012)  

 

“Traveling Exhibit: The Long History of the African American Civil Rights Movement in 

Florida, 1865-1965,” Florida Humanities Council Mini-Grant for Community Organizations, 

(2011) 

 

“The Early History of the Civil Rights Movement in Jacksonville, Florida,” Aurora Lecture 

Series, Aurora Theatre, Jacksonville Florida, (Summer 2011) 

 

“Zora Neale Hurston and Black Folk Music,” Zora Memorial Celebration, Maitland Public 

Library (Fall 2009) 

 

“Origins of the Seminoles,” Winter Park Public Library, (Fall 2009) 

 

“Florida Labor History,” Student Labor Action Project, (Fall 2009) 

 

Exhibit Curator, From Kin to Kant: The Culture of Turpentine with the Winter Park Historical 

Association (2008-2009) 

 

"If God Send Me a Pistol, I’ll Send Him a Man' Zora Neale Hurston and Black Life in the 

Florida Turpentine Camps" Winter Park Historical Society, (Winter 2008) 

 

“Jim Crow Transportation in Florida, 1876-1905,” Florida Historical Society, (Spring 2008) 

 

Chaired, “Florida and the Civil Rights Movement” the Orange County Regional History Center, 

(Spring 2006) 

 

 

Courses Taught 

 

Undergraduate 

 

HIS 4150 History and Historians 

AMH 3422 Frontier Florida 

AMH 3425 Sunbelt Florida 

AMH 3403 History of the South since 1865 

LAH 4136 Colonial Florida 

FIL 3930H Honors Documentary Workshop 

HIS 4070 Oral History 

HIS3081 Hist. Museums and Digital Spaces 

 

Graduate 

 

AMH 5937 Colloquium Gender and Sexuality 
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HIS 6918 Historiography 

AMH 5407 Colloquium Southern History 

AMH 6429 Seminar in Local and Community History 

HIS 5067 Introduction to Public History 

AMH 6938 Historical Documentary and New Media 

HIS6094 Seminar in Curation & New Media 

HIS5088 Readings Curation & Public History 

 

Thesis Supervision 

 

“A digital media exploration of the Federal Writers' Project's folk song collecting expeditions in 

Depression Era Florida” by Holly Baker Defended Summer 2018 

“Creating a Digital Exhibit on the Colonial Fur Trade in Florida: A Public History/Digital 

History Project” by Benjamin DiBiase, Defended Summer 2017 

 

“Hippieland: Bohemian Space and Countercultural Place in San Francisco's Haight-Ashbury 

Neighborhood” by Kevin Mitchell Mercer, Defended Summer 2017 

 

"The Rhetoric of Public Memory in Urban Park Revitalization in 20th Century Jacksonville, 

Florida" by Mary Catherine Kelley, Defended Spring 2016 

  

“Conflict and Modernity in New South Florida's Phosphate Mines, 1900-1930,” by Terrell Orr, 

defended Spring 2016 

 

“Stage Illusionists: A Historical Study Using Illusionists as a Reflection of Mass Entertainment, 

Popular Culture, and Change During the Late Nineteenth Century,” by Clayton Phillips, 

defended Fall 2015 

"The Best and Worst of all that God and Man Can Do”: Paternalistic Perceptions on the 

Intellectually Disabled at Florida's Sunland Institutions," by Bethany Dickens, defended Spring 

of 2014. 

“The North Comes South:  Northern Methodists in Florida during Reconstruction,” Heather 

Bollinger, Defended Summer 2011 

“The Whiteman's Seminole: White Manhood, Indians and Slaves, and the Second Seminole 

War,” Francis Mahan IV, Defended Spring 2011 

 

“From Celery City to Navy Town: The Impact of Naval Air Station Sanford during World War 

II,” Lewis W. Metzger V, Defended Summer 2010 

 

“Outside the Circle: The Juxtaposition of Powwow Imagery and Cherokee Historical 

Representation” Dana Brumley, Defended Summer 2009 
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“Constructing African American Histories in Central Florida,” Kathy Parry, Defended Spring 

2008 

 

“Brazilian Immigration: A New View of Latinization,” Patricia Buzato, Defended Fall 2007 

 

Service to the College and Department 

 

Faculty Senate, Steering Committee, (2014-2016) 

 

Faculty Senate, Budget and Administration Committee (2012-2016) 

 

Faculty Senate, (2012-2016) 

 

Chair, Technology Committee (2007-2012) 

 

Department Webpage Administrator (2007-2012) 

 

Public History Committee (2006-2009) 

 

Coordinator of RICHES Podcasts (2009-2015) 

 

Library Liaison (2006-2007) 

 

Phi Alpha Theta Sponsor (2006-2007) 

 

Service to the Profession 

 

President, H-Net, (2019-2021) 

 

Vice President of Research and Publications, H-Net, (2013-2018) 

 

Board of Directors, Florida Historical Society, (2010-2018) 

 

Manuscript Reviewer, Florida Historical Quarterly, Agricultural History, Journal of South 

History, University Press of Florida, Oxford University Press, Bedford Books, Vanderbilt 

University Press 

 

Judge, Harry T. Moore Award, Best Book on the history of ethnic minorities in Florida, (2011) 

 

Judge, Rembert Patrick Award, Best Scholarly Book in Florida History, (2007) (2012) 

 

Judge, Arthur W. Thompson Award, Best Article in the Florida Historical Quarterly, (2005, 

2005) 
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Member, Florida Historical Quarterly Editorial Board (2004-Present) 

 

National Endowment for the Humanities, Judge, Research Grants (July 2004) 

 

Program and Locations Committee, Southern Labor Studies Conference, (2004) 

 

National Endowment for the Humanities, Judge Education Grants (December 2003) 

 

List Editor, Review Editor and Web Editor, H-Florida, H-Net Humanities Network (1999-2008) 

 

Membership Committee, Southern Historical Association, (1998-1999) 

 


